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MetroSRM – Terms & Definitions  

7 April 2026 

A Star (A*)  See Serious and Imminent Danger 

Access level Level used for routine access to a building that either incorporates, or leads directly 
to, a place of ultimate safety 

Access room  A room through which the only escape route from an inner room passes. 

Action Plan Measures, including management procedures, identified in the course of a fire risk 
assessment that need to be implemented to enable the required level of fire safety 
to be achieved.  

Alarm receiving 
centre 

Continuously staffed premises, remote from those in which a fire detection and fire 
alarm system is fitted, where the information concerning the state of the fire 
detection and fire alarm system is displayed and/or recorded, so that the fire and 
rescue service can be summoned.  

Alternative escape 
routes 

Escape routes sufficiently separated by either direction and space, or by fire-
resisting construction, to ensure that one is still available, irrespective of the 
location of a fire. 

Ancillary area Part of a building that is ancillary to the dwelling(s), i.e. engineering services, 
covered car parks, refuse rooms, common amenity areas.  

Automatically 
opening vent (AOV) 

A vent provided for smoke control in common parts, which opens automatically 
when smoke is detected by smoke detectors. 

As low as reasonably 
practical 

The process of reducing the risk so far as is possible, unless the risk reduction 
measures can be ruled out because they involve grossly disproportionate sacrifices 
in the terms of time, effort, or money. 

Building height Building height of top storey 

Cavity barrier A construction provided to close a concealed space against penetration of smoke or 
flame or provided to restrict the movement of smoke or flame within such a space. 

CLASP Construction Between 1945 and 1975 were system/modular built. A large number of these were 
erected according to the Consortium of Local Authority Special Programme (CLASP). 
They were designed to be of standard construction using a relatively light-weight steel 
girder construction with panel infill. Large quantities of asbestos were used in their 
construction, in such diverse locations as ceilings, partition walls, heaters, water 
tanks, pipes and window surrounds. (Also see SCOLA Construction). 

Cluster flat Flats, similar to other types of flats, but often with more bedrooms, and with no living 
spaces apart from, in some cases, a shared kitchen or kitchen/dining room. (Cluster 
flats are a common arrangement found in modern purpose-built student and key 
worker accommodation.) 

Common balcony A walkway, open to the air on one or more sides, forming part of the escape route 
from more than one flat. 

Common part(s) Those parts of buildings that are used by occupants of more than one demise or flat 
for the purposes of access and egress. Includes external walls and plant rooms and 
facilities that benefit all occupants. 
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Compartment wall or 
floor 

A fire-resisting wall or floor that separates one fire compartment from another. 

Compartmentation Sub-division of a building by fire-resisting walls or floors for the purpose of limiting 
fire-spread within the building. 

Corridor access A design of a block of flats in which each flat is approached via a common horizontal 
access or circulation space, which may include a common entrance hall. 

Dead end Area from which escape is possible in one direction only. 

Damper  Fire damper – device affording fire resistance in respect of integrity, intended to 
seal automatically a penetration in fire resisting construction in the event if fire.  

Smoke control damper – component of a smoke control system that can be opened 
or closed to control the flow of smoke and hot gases into, from or within a shaft or 
duct, whilst maintaining compartmentation where necessary.    

Dry fire main (Dry 
Riser or Dry rising 
main) 

Water supply pipe installed in a building for fire firefighting purposes, fitted with inlet 
connections at fire and rescue service access level and outlet connections at 
specific points, which is normally dry but is capable of being charged with water, 
usually by pumping from fire and rescue service appliances.  

Emergency escape 
lighting 

Lighting that provides illumination for the safety of people leaving the building when 
the normal lighting fails. 

Emergency 
Evacuation Statement  

One possible outcome of PCFRA. While there is no prescribed format for the 
evacuation statement, apart from the fact it must be in writing, it is recommended that 
this is a short, clear statement of what the resident has agreed to do in the event of 
a fire affecting them. It should also include, for example, any arrangement the 
resident makes with a neighbour to provide support. The RP must provide the 
resident with a copy of the statement. The requirement for recording an evacuation 
statement is not dependent on mitigations being put in place. 

Enforcing authority The bodies identified within the Regulatory Reform Order 2005 (England & Wales), 
the Fire Scotland Act 2005 and the Fire Safety Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2010 
as being responsible for enforcing Fire Safety legislation. 

Escape route Route forming part of the means of escape from any point in a building to the final 
exit. 

Evacuation Strategy: 
Phased 

An evacuation strategy that is adopted in buildings, usually larger premises, that are 
designed and constructed with escape routes that are protected from fire and 
smoke, and an advanced fire alarm system which is capable of broadcasting an 
evacuation signal to the floors /areas from where the alarm originates, and which 
are in imminent danger from a fire, and an alert signal to floors/areas that are at a 
lesser risk. On hearing the alert signal, occupants prepare to evacuate but do not 
need to leave the building unless the alarm escalates to an evacuation signal or the 
occupants have mobility restrictions and will benefit by leaving prior to the general 
evacuation. 

Evacuation Strategy: 
Progressive horizontal  

An evacuation strategy that is adopted in buildings that are designed and 
constructed with high degrees of fire compartmentation (typically hospitals and care 
homes and the like) where the occupants of a fire compartment in which a fire 
starts, are moved, or move, to adjoining compartments and then progressively 
onward to other compartments and away from the fire. 

Evacuation Strategy: 
Simultaneous 

The most common form of evacuation strategy is where all building occupants 
commence evacuation at the same time when the fire alarm sounds. The strategy is 
primarily used in buildings with limited structural fire compartmentation. 
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Evacuation Strategy: 
Single stage 

An evacuation strategy that is adopted in buildings where the occupants are 
predominantly independent and are required to, and can, leave the building 
immediately on hearing the fire alarm. 

Evacuation Strategy: 
Stay put 

An evacuation strategy that is adopted in buildings that are designed and constructed 
with high degrees of fire compartmentation where the occupants of flats, rooms or 
specific parts of a building that are not directly involved in a fire in a neighbouring flat, 
room or part of a building may remain in place until they are evacuated by the fire 
service or until they feel that their safety is at risk. Sometimes also referred to as 
defend in place, safe to stay or stay safe. 

A stay put strategy does not preclude residents from leaving their flats or common 
areas at any time.  

Evacuation alert 
system (EAS) 

System intended for installation in a building containing flats or maisonettes to enable 
the fire and rescue service to initiate an evacuation alert signal by means of 
evacuation alert devices within the flats or maisonettes, using manual controls 
incorporated within the EAS control and indicating equipment. 

Exit: final An exit from a building which takes people to a place of safety, which is not at-risk 
fire and smoke, and from which they can continue to disperse. 

Exit: storey The exit from a floor into an escape stair 

External Wall The external envelope of the building, including roofs with a pitch of 70o or more to 
the horizontal. Included in the definition are components of the wall, such as doors, 
windows, and decorative finishes, and attachments to the wall such as solar panels 
and balconies. (Also see specified attachment). 

False alarm Fire signal resulting from a cause(s) other than fire.  

Firefighters’ switch A switch provided solely for use by the fire and rescue service (and not readily 
accessible or operable by others) that enables the fire and rescue service to change 
the state of equipment (e.g. causing electronic locks to release), or to take control of 
equipment (e.g. a firefighter’s lift). 

Firefighting shaft A fire-resisting enclosure containing a firefighting stair, fire mains, firefighting lobbies 
and, if provided, a firefighting lift. 

Fire load Quantity of heat that could be released by the complete combustion of all the 
combustible materials in a space. 

Fire policy Intentions and directions of an organization, in respect of fire safety, as formally 
expressed by its top management.  

Fire precautions Physical, procedural and managerial measures taken to reduce the likelihood of 
ignition occurring and/or to mitigate the consequences if ignition does occur.  

Fire prevention 
measures 

Measures to prevent the outbreak of fire. 

Fire procedure(s) Predetermined actions to be taken in the event of fire.  

Fire protection 
measures  

Design feature, system, equipment, structural measure or management activity to 
reduce danger to people and property if fire occurs (i.e measures such as means of 
detecting fire).  

Fire resistance The ability of a component or construction of a building to satisfy, for a stated period 
of time, some or all of the appropriate criteria of relevant fire test standards. 

Fire drill Periodic test of the evacuation procedure and any other relevant actions.  
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Fire door (Fire-
resisting door) 

A door or shutter complete with the door frame and door furniture which is located 
within an element of fire compartmentation and intended for the passage of people, 
goods, or air and which, when closed, restricts the passage of fire and/or smoke to a 
predictable level of performance. 

Fire door (Self-
closing device) 

Device that is capable of closing a door from any angle and against any latch fitted 
to the door. 

Fire-resisting door – 
Notional FD 30 door 

A door assembly that satisfied the current specification, or fire resistance test, for 30 
minutes at the time of construction of a block of flats or manufacture of the door. 

Fire-resisting door – 
Replacement FD 30S 
door 

A door assembly that has been independently certificated by a UKAS-accredited fire 
test laboratory as satisfying the relevant test requirements for 30 minutes integrity 
and control of the passage of smoke at ambient temperature. 

Fire-resisting door – 
Upgraded FD 30S 
door 

A notional FD 30 door that, in order to improve the fire resistance to approximate to 
30 minutes, and control the passage of smoke at ambient temperature, has been 
upgraded by fitting intumescent strips and smoke seals. 

Fire Risk Assessment Process of identification and evaluation of fire risk to people, property and/or the 
environment.  

Fire Risk Assessor Person who carries out and documents the findings of a fire risk assessment.  

Fire risk appraisal of 
external wall 
construction and 
cladding (FRAEW) 

Appraisal of external wall construction (and any cladding), to determine the materials 
used, sample compliance with building regulations and determine the risk of external 
fire spread over the walls. 

Fire safety 
engineering 

Application of scientific and engineering principles to the protection of people, 
property and the environment from fire.  

Fire safety 
management 

Task(s), carried out by a defined individual or individuals with appropriate powers and 
resources, to facilitate the correct operation, at all times, of all passive, active and 
procedural fire safety systems within a building.  

Fire safety manual Record of all design, procedural and management issues and events that relate to 
the fire safety of a building.  

Fire safety objective Specified (or specifiable) goal intended to be achieved by a fire protection 
measure(s).  

Fire scenario Set of circumstances (taking account of the building, its contents and occupants), 
chosen as an example, that describes the development of fire and the spread of 
products of combustion throughout a building or part of a building.  

Fire stopping Seal provided to close an imperfection of fit or design tolerance between elements or 
components, to restrict the passage of fire and smoke. 

Fire strategy Set of fire safety objectives and the measures to be taken to meet those objectives.  

General needs block A block of flats intended for occupation by members of the general public and not 
those of a specific demographic or vulnerability. 

Habitable room A room within a flat, used, or intended to be used, for dwelling purposes (including a 
kitchen, but not a toilet or bathroom). 

Hazard (Asset 
protection) 

In the context of an asset protection fire risk assessment or business continuity 
assessment means a source, situation, act, or omission with the potential for harm in 
terms of property and/or business loss or damage, or a combination of these 
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Hazard (Life Safety) In the context of a life safety fire risk assessment means a source, situation, act, or 
omission with the potential for harm in terms of human injury or ill health, or a 
combination of these 

Heat alarm Device containing within one housing all the components, except possibly the energy 
source, necessary for detecting heat and for giving an audible alarm. 

Inner room A room from which escape is possible only by passing through another room (the 
access room). 

Internal linings Finishes that are applied to the internal walls, floors and ceilings of a room or building. 
In terms of Fire risk assessment this can include wall hangings, notices and notice 
boards, seasonal decorations etc. 

Intrusive fire risk 
assessment 

A fire risk assessment in which, by means of destructive exposure, access is obtained 
to view concealed construction. 

Lift: Evacuation A lift with additional safety features which ensure that it can be used by people with 
disabilities in the event of a fire without significant additional risks usually associated 
with the use of lifts during a fire. 

Lift: Firemen's Installed prior to standards for Ffs lifts were produced. Provided with simple controls 
to summon lift car, has no controls or protection measures for use by fire service. 
May or may not be provided with fireman's switch either inside the lift car or outside 
on the access level. 

Lift: Firefighters Lift, conforming to BS EN 81-72, which has protection, controls and signals which 
enable it to be used under the exclusive control of firefighters. 

Lift: Firefighting  A lift which has protection, controls and signals which enable it to be used under the 
exclusive control of firefighters, but that are less stringent than those of a firefighters 
lift. 

Liquid: Extremely 
flammable 

Liquids which have a flash point lower than 0°C and a boiling point (or, in the case 
of a boiling range, the initial boiling point) lower than or equal to 35°C.  

Liquid: Flammable Flammable Liquids with a flash point of between 21°C and 60°C. Prior to 2015, the 
upper limit was 55°C. The change brings fuel oils such as diesel into the category of 
flammable liquid. 

Liquid: Highly 
flammable (HFL) 

Liquids which have a flash point below 21°C but which are not extremely flammable. 

Manual call point 
(MCP) 

Component of a fire detection and fire alarm system that is used for the manual 
initiation of a fire alarm signal.  

Material alteration An alteration to the building that significantly affects (usually lowering or with the 
potential to lower) the level of risk to people from fire. 

Material: Combustible A material that will support combustion and which, when exposed to an ignition or 
significant heat source, will ignite and burn, producing heat and combustion gases. 

Material: Limited 
combustibility 

A material which, when involved in a fire, flames momentarily, but which contributes 
relatively little to the increase in temperature. Classified as non-combustible materials 
in Scotland. 

Material: Non-
combustible 

A material that, when subjected to fire or heat, will not ignite, burn, support 
combustion, release flammable vapours, does not flame or contribute to an 
increase in temperature. 
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Means of escape A route(s) provided to ensure safe egress from the premises or other locations to a 
place of total safety. 

No Issue The subject referred to in the check list question (the subject matter) was not 
applicable to the premises or was applicable but was considered by the assessor as 
being satisfactory and not a significant risk. 

Non-intrusive fire risk 
assessment 

A fire risk assessment that does not involve destructive exposure (but normally will 
still involve opening a sample of accessible service riser doors and, for example, 
sample inspections, where feasible, above accessible demountable ceilings, etc, 
without use of tools). 

Openable vent (OV) A vent provided for smoke control in the common parts, which is opened by the fire 
and rescue service by means of hardware or a control (which may be located 
remotely) provided for the purpose 

Panic bolt Mechanism, consisting of a minimum of two sliding bolt heads that engage with 
keepers in the surrounding door frame or floor for securing a door when closed, which 
can be released by hand or body pressure on a bar positioned horizontally across 
the inside face of a door.  

Panic latch Mechanism for securing a door when closed, with a latch bolt that can be released 
by hand or body pressure on a bar positioned horizontally across the inside face of 
the door.  

Personal emergency 
evacuation plans 
(PEEPs) 

A PEEP is a plan for a person who may need assistance or has the potential to 
slowdown an evacuation of a premises, for instance, a person with impaired mobility, 
to evacuate a building or reach a place of safety in the event of an emergency. 

Permanent vent (PV) A permanently open vent provided for smoke control in the common parts. 

EET (Electrical 
Equipment Testing) 
Formally known as 
PAT 

The periodic testing of portable appliances to ensure that they are maintained in a 
safe working condition in accordance with the Electricity at Work Regulations 1989. 

Periodic checks and 
tests / Maintenance 

Fire safety tests and servicing of systems and equipment that are carried out by 
persons with specialist knowledge. Usually at three monthly, six monthly or twelve-
monthly intervals as is recommended by the relevant British or BS-EN standard, 
and appropriate trade association or manufacturers guidance. See also Routine 
checks and tests. 

Person / Resident: 
Occupant 

Resident, worker, visitor or other person in and around a building.  

Person / Resident: 
Dependent 

Persons who are not described as being dependent or highly dependent. 
Dependent people include those with mental health problems irrespective of their 
mobility. Also see independent and highly dependent. 

Person / Resident: 
Highly Dependent 

A person whose care requirements or condition renders them highly dependent on 
staff, and for whom immediate evacuation could be potentially life threating. Also 
see independent and dependent. 

Person / Resident: 
Independent 

A person who is able to respond to a fire emergency and leave the 

building without assistance of staff or with minimal assistance of another person. 
Also see dependent and highly dependent 

Person: Responsible (a) in relation to a workplace, the employer, if the workplace is to any extent under 
his control;  
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(b) in relation to any premises not falling within paragraph (a)—(i) the person who 
has control of the premises (as occupier or otherwise) in connection with the 
carrying on by him of a trade, business or other undertaking (for profit or not); or (ii) 
the owner, where the person in control of the premises does not have control in 
connection with the carrying on by that person of a trade, business or other 
undertaking. 

Person: Child A person who is not over compulsory school age, construed in accordance with 
section 8 of the Education Act 1996 (Also see Young person) 

Person: Competent  
 

A person with enough training and experience or knowledge and other qualities to 
enable them to properly assist in undertaking the fire safety measures 
recommended in this guide. 

Person: Employee A person who is or is treated as an employee for the purposes of The Health and 
Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 and related expressions are to be construed 
accordingly 

Person: Owner The person for the time being receiving the rack-rent of the premises in connection 
with which the word is used, whether on his own account or as agent or trustee for 
another person, or who would so receive the rack-rent if the premises were let at a 
rack-rent. 

Person: People with 
specific evacuation 
requirements 

People with characteristics that might require specific arrangements to support 
them to respond to a fire or to a fire alarm, and to evacuate when necessary.  

Person: Relevant A relevant resident is someone who lives in the building as their main home and 
would have difficulty evacuating without help in a fire, due to mobility issues or a 
cognitive condition (for example, wheelchair users, people with sight loss, or those 
with learning disabilities or dementia). 

The Responsible Person (RP) must take reasonable steps to identify relevant 
residents. This can be done through the fire risk assessment or other suitable 
methods. 

Whether a property is someone’s main residence should be considered on a case-
by-case basis. Where this is likely to arise often, the RP should have a clear policy, 
taking into account factors such as how long the person is expected to stay, whether 
the impairment is temporary, and how sub-letting arrangements are managed, 
including responsibility for any associated costs. 

Person: 
Representative 

R-PEEPs are required for relevant residents (adults and children) who have mobility 
impairments, sensory disabilities, or cognitive conditions. For residents under 18, a 
parent or appointed representative may engage on their behalf. 

A representative may also act for adults with cognitive conditions who are unable to 
engage themselves. This includes someone with lasting or enduring power of 
attorney, or a Court of Protection deputy. Some adults with cognitive conditions will 
be able to engage directly. 

Where acting on behalf of a resident, a representative may request and agree a 
PCFRA, discuss evacuation arrangements and costs, consent to information sharing 
with the Fire and Rescue Authority, and request reviews of the RPEEP. 

References to a “relevant resident” should be read as referring to their representative 
where the resident cannot engage themselves. 

Person: Trusted Some relevant residents may choose to involve a trusted person (such as a partner, 
carer, or family member) to support their engagement with R-PEEPs. The RP may 
engage with that person, provided the resident is present. However, the resident must 
personally agree to the measures, the emergency evacuation statement, and 
consent to any information being shared with the Fire and Rescue Authority. 
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Where appropriate, the RP should work with any staff or care providers already 
supporting the resident, to ensure communication is coordinated and support is not 
duplicated. 

Person: Young Any person who has not attained the age of 18. (Also see Child) 

Person-centred 
emergency plan  

Plan that captures the actions to be taken in the event of a fire, tailored to the 
specific requirements and characteristics of an individual resident.  

Person-centred fire 
risk assessment 
(PCFRA) 

Assessment of the risk from fire focused on a specific resident, carried out with the 
involvement of the resident, taking into account the physical, sensory and cognitive 
characteristics of the residents, together with their lifestyle and preferences.  

Place of relative 
safety 

A place within a building where, for a predetermined period of time of usually no 
less than thirty minutes, people will have a degree of safety from the effects of fire 
and smoke. Usually a protected corridor, stairwell, or lobby. 

Place of ultimate 
safety 

Place in which there is no immediate or future danger from fire and smoke or the 
effects of fire and smoke.  

Place of safety In relation to premises, means a safe area beyond the premises. 

Premises Type: 
Dwelling 

For the purposes of Metro-SRM fire risk assessments, dwellings include any facility 
that is used as living accommodation by an individual, a family group, or a group of 
individuals living as single household. Depending on the circumstances, dwellings 
may or may not be formed from robust fire resisting construction, (the fire box 
principle) and therefore, may or may not be able to support a ‘Stay put’ fire 
response strategy. 

Premises Type: Flats, 
converted property 

Buildings that were not originally designed or built as purpose-built flats, but which 
have been converted at some point, from their original purpose to flats. Depending 
on the design principles applied at the time of conversion, these premises may not 
be subdivided into discreet fire resisting compartments (the fire box principle) and 
may not be suitable to support a ‘Stay put’ fire response strategy. 

Premises Type: Flats, 
purpose built 

Properties, irrespective of their age, that were designed and constructed to provide 
two or more self-contained domestic dwellings within a single building envelope, but 
which are not semidetached or terraced housing. The premises are subdivided by 
fire resisting construction into discreet sixty-minute fire compartments (following the 
fire box principle) Such buildings support a ‘Stay put’ fire response strategy. 

Premises Type: House 
of multiple occupancy 
(HMO) 

A residence which does not consist of a single-family unit, and where three or more 
residents share one or more basic facilities i.e., kitchen, toilets, or bathroom. Can 
include house split into bedsits, a hostel, B&B hotel that is not exclusively available 
for holiday accommodation, some types of shared student accommodation. 

Protected Separated by fire-resisting construction from adjacent internal spaces.  

Protected corridor or 
lobby 

A corridor or lobby that is adequately protected from fire in adjoining accommodation 
by fire-resisting construction. 

Protected entrance 
hall/landing 

A circulation area consisting of a hall or space in a flat, enclosed in fire-resisting 
construction (other than any part that is an external wall of the building). 

Protected route An escape route that is adequately protected from the rest of the building by fire-
resisting construction. 

Protected stairway A stairway that is adequately protected from the rest of the building by fire-resisting 
construction. 
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Relevant fire safety 
legislation 

Legislation that sets out obligations relating to fire risk assessment.  

Residential Personal 
Emergency 
Evacuation Plan(s) 
(RPEEPs) 

The regulations are designed to make sure people who may struggle to leave a 
building on their own during a fire can be evacuated safely. This includes residents 
with mobility problems, disabilities such as sight or hearing loss, or conditions that 
affect understanding or decision-making. The RPEEPs regulations apply to: 

• High-rise residential buildings in England that are 18 metres tall or have 
seven or more storeys; and 

• Residential buildings over 11 metres tall where everyone is expected to 
evacuate at the same time during a fire. 

Risk The combination of the likelihood of an occurrence of a hazardous event or 
exposure(s) and the severity of injury or ill health that can be caused by the event or 
exposure(s) 

Routine checks and 
tests 

Fire safety checks, tests and inspections that require little specialist knowledge to 
perform and which are usually carried out either daily, weekly, or monthly depending 
on the type of check or test being carried out. See also Periodic checks and tests. 

SCOLA Construction SCOLA (Second Consortium of Local Authorities). All schools were built between 
1961-1990. Steel frame construction similar to CLASP construction. (Also see 
CLASP construction) 

Secure information 
box (SIB) 

A secure enclosure for the storage of plans and building information of importance to 
the fire and rescue service on attendance at a block of flats in the event of fire or 
other emergency. 

Sign – Fire equipment Safety sign that identifies the location of type of non-automatic fire protection 
equipment  

Sign – Mandatory  Safety sign that indicates a specific course of action to be taken.  

Sign – Safe condition Safety sign that indicates an evacuation route, the location of safety equipment or a 
safety facility, or a safety action.  

Smoke alarm Device containing within one housing all the components, except possibly the energy 
source, for detecting smoke and giving an audible alarm. 

Smoke containment A method of smoke control involving physical barriers to the spread of smoke, usually 
in combination with vents, primarily to prevent the passage of smoke into escape 
stairways. 

Smoke dispersal A method of smoke control frequently used in older blocks of flats at the time of their 
construction (but now deprecated). Vents were sited in such a way as to achieve 
uninterrupted natural cross ventilation of corridors and lobbies in an endeavour to 
dilute and disperse any smoke in these areas. 

So far as is 
reasonably practical 

See: As low as reasonably practical 

Structural fire 
protection 

Features in layout and/or construction that are intended to reduce the effects of fire.  

Specified Attachment  
 

Attachments to an external wall of a block of flats. Primarily, but not necessarily 
exclusively, balconies but not terraces, devices to limit solar gain (brie Solei) and 
solar panels. (Also see Wall: External) 

Specialised Housing Housing designed for occupants who live independently, or with an element of 
support, and with characteristics that might require specific additional arrangements 
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to support them to prevent or suppress fire, to respond to a fire or fire alarm operation, 
and/or to evacuate when necessary.  

Extra care housing is a type of specialised housing designed as self-contained 
residential accommodation. It is predominantly available to, and occupied by, people 
with greater care or support needs. Staff are available on the premises 24/7 to 
provide care or assistance in an emergency, and the housing may also include 
communal facilities. 

Sheltered housing type of specialised housing that is designed as self-contained 
residential accommodation, has some form of support available at certain times, 
although not necessarily from persons on the premises, and sometimes has 
communal facilities available.  

Supported housing type of specialised housing that is designed for people to live 
either independently or as part of a small community with shared facilities such as 
kitchens and lounges and has some form of support or care available either 
occasionally or on a 24hr basis.  

Sprinkler system Entire means of providing sprinkler protection in the premises, comprising one or 
more sprinkler installations, the pipework to the installations and the water 
supply/supplies, intended to control, suppress or extinguish fire.  

Sprinkler residential Sprinkler which gives an outward and downward water discharge, designed and 
approved for use in domestic and residential occupancy 

Temporary waiting 
space 

Designated area that is protected by fire-resisting and smoke-retarding construction 
and provided with a safe route to a storey exit, evacuation lift or final exit, thus 
constituting a space in which people can wait temporarily in safety until a means of 
evacuation becomes available.  

They are not areas where people are to be left alone indefinitely until rescued by the 
fire and rescue service or until the fire is extinguished.  

Tolerable level Level at, or close to, that which is likely to be acceptable to the enforcing authorities, 
taking into account the requirements of the fire safety legislation, the type and use of 
the premises, the practicability of additional fire precautions and any other relevant 
factors.  

Training: Fire safety 
induction training  

Training given to new employees as soon as practicable after their employment, with 
the objective of imparting sufficient information on the relevant fire risks, fire 
prevention measures, fire protection measures and fire procedures in the building to 
ensure the safety of employees from fire. 

Training: Fire safety 
refresher training 

Training given to employees periodically to enable them to remain aware of the fire 
risks, fire prevention measures, fire protection measures and fire procedures in the 
building.  

Travel distance within 
a specified area, such 
as a flat, the hallway 
of a flat or a common 
corridor. 

The actual distance to be travelled by a person from any point within the specified 
area to the nearest exit to a place of relative safety in which the person is in no 
immediate danger from fire. 

Unventilated corridor 
/ lobby 

Corridor/lobby with no vents or other means of smoke control. 

Ventilated corridor / 
lobby 

Corridor/lobby with means of smoke control. 

 


